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Introduction: Contexts and Models
As recently observed by Greg Woolf, it is particularly challenging to study the migration of women and children in the Roman world, due to the lack of explicit sources.1 It is assumed that in the Roman world women can be expected to have migrated mainly when accompanying their husbands or when living in slavery, either on their way to a slave market or when following their owner. Yet it is important to remember that the participation of women depends on what kind of migration we are envisaging. In this, comparative evidence can provide useful insights. Human migration represents a major phenomenon in the history of the last several centuries and it has consequently received an enormous amount of attention in modern historical research; theories and methods for studying migration have been developed and continue to be refined.2
It may, for instance, come as a surprise that a detailed study of migration within the United Kingdom in 1885, based on a nationwide census, concluded that "females are more migratory than males",3 while in more recent times worldwide migration by women has been approaching that of men in numbers, and in countries such as the usa it is occasionally more numerous.4 In general, the participation of women (and, as a consequence, of children) depends on the type of migration. Historically, the gender balance in migration flows from rural to urban areas has been largely determined by the structure of the urban labour market.5 In many parts of early-modern Europe, where large numbers of women were employed as domestic servants, female migrants tended to outnumber men. In other societies, where cities offered better employment opportunities for freeborn men than for freeborn women, men were normally predominant among voluntary migrants. An extreme example is the gender structure of the immigrant population of California in 1850, some two years into the gold rush, of which only 8% of were female; but obviously this was a highly exceptional case. In other situations, when there is migration into new agricultural land, either unpopulated or inhabited by a population with inferior technology, the conditions are suitable for family migration. Often, the consequence is rapid demographic growth, followed in turn by another round of emigration involving the newcomers or their descendants, as in the Germanic migration eastwards from the eleventh to the eighteenth centuries or the European conquest of North America.6 The Roman evidence is unfortunately too sketchy to allow us to make full use of the sophisticated models that students of more recent migratory movements have created. Here, one thinks in particular of the scheme presented by Charles Tilly and refined in later studies, according to which human migration can conveniently be divided in four large categories: local, circular, chain, and career migration.7
When evidence for non-locals turns up in a certain locality, Roman historians are often unable to establish whether we are dealing with a permanent or a temporary move, or whether the evidence may even refer to a simple visit. A rare and explicit example of the latter case is provided by an inscription from Beroia in Roman Macedonia. It mentions two young women, Maccusa and Victoria, also known as Valerio[l]a, aged 22 and 14, who travelled ab ultima Gallia (presumably from somewhere in modern France) all the way to Beroia in northern Greece, in order to visit their uncle, the vir perfectissimus and comes Flavius Gemellus.8 Considering the status of the uncle, one should of course not assume that they made their way alone, but regardless of how many servants accompanied them, it was no small journey, and mostly over land. Their case offers an interesting testimony of Roman female mobility, although
